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Background

The rapid evolution of Financial Technology (fintech) is revolutionizing the financial land-

scape, fundamentally reshaping how financial institutions operate, how markets function, 

and how regulators respond. Fintech introduces disruptive innovation, challenging tradi-

tional business models and creating unprecedented opportunities and risks for financial 

stakeholders. As this transformative technology continues to influence financial markets, its 

implications extend beyond individuals and institutions to impact economies and societies 

at large.

Special Issue purpose

Al Edari is pleased to announce a call for papers for a special issue dedicated to exploring 

the intersection of finance and technology, broadly interpreted. We aim to bring together 

high-quality, original research that offers fresh perspectives and insights into how fintech is 

shaping and influencing finance and economics globally. Submissions are invited from di-

verse methodologies and disciplines that address this overarching theme. While theoretical 

studies are welcome, some preference is given to research that has implications for or rele-

vance to practice and policy. 
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Topics of Interest

The special issue welcomes submissions addressing various aspects of fintech and its impli-

cations for finance. Topics of interest include, but are not limited to, the following:

�� 	 Banking and Fintech Lending: Innovations such as digital banking, open banking, and 
alternative lending platforms like crowdfunding.

�� Blockchain Technology: Its transformative impact on transparency, efficiency, and se-
curity in financial transactions.

�� Big Data: Harnessing large datasets for market analysis, risk management, and strate-
gic decision-making.

�� Central Bank Digital Currencies: Their design, adoption, and influence on monetary 
policy and financial stability.

�� Crowdfunding and peer-to-peer lending: The impact, challenges and opportunities 
such platforms provide 

�� Cryptocurrencies and Cryptoassets: Exploring their roles, challenges, and potential 
within modern financial systems.

�� Financial Inclusion: How fintech is bridging gaps in access to financial services global-
ly.

�� Fintech and Sustainability: Examining the contributions of fintech solutions to envi-
ronmental, social, and governance (ESG) objectives.

�� Personal Finance Innovations: The rise of robo-advisors and other digital tools empow-
ering individual investors.

�� Machine Learning and Decision-Making: The use of machine learning in trading, asset 
management, and corporate finance decisions.

�� Generative AI in Finance: Applications of generative AI models (e.g., ChatGPT) for fi-

nancial content creation, analysis, and customer engagement.



The implications of widespread fintech adoption in business and public spheres are far-reach-

ing and complex. Therefore, we welcome a diverse range of methodological approaches, in-

cluding both empirical analyses and mixed-methods research, to fully understand and ad-

dress the challenges and opportunities presented by these rapidly evolving technologies. 

Interdisciplinary perspectives that combine insights from finance, economics, accounting, 

computer science, neuroscience, psychology, and other relevant fields are encouraged. Sub-

missions should not only present novel findings but also clearly articulate the practical im-

plications for managers, policymakers, and other stakeholders. We are especially interested 

in research that addresses both the opportunities and challenges presented by fintech, offer-

ing balanced and nuanced perspectives on their implementation and impact.  

Submission Details

The Special Issue benefits from an expedited yet rigorous double-blind peer-review process 

in accordance with the journal’s standard review policies. Authors are expected to comply 

with the journal’s guidelines for authors, including format and submission requirements. 

Detailed instructions for authors are available on the journal’s website.

�� Submission Deadline: 	 31 March 2025

�� 1st round Decisions: 	 	 30 April 2025

�� Revisions due: 		  15 June 2025

�� Final decisions: 		  30 June 2025

�� Publication date: 		  July 2025

�� Manuscripts must be submitted through the Al Edari online submission system at

https://www.editorialmanager.com/aledari/ 

�� We look forward to receiving your submissions and sharing your work with the global 

community.



About Al Edari (ISSN: 2313-3244)

Al Edari is the official journal of the Royal Academy of Management in the Sultanate of 

Oman. It is one of the first journals in the region that is committed to addressing the multi-

faceted challenges facing society and advancing knowledge and innovation across various 

management fields. Al Edari publishes high-quality peer-reviewed applied research that in-

vestigates current business problems or builds on existing managerial practices in themes 

relevant to the management discipline. It focuses on innovative and intellectual research 

that bridges the divide between scholarship and practice. 

Al Edari is an Open Access journal: all articles will be immediately and permanently free for 

everyone to read, download and share. Authors do not have to pay any publication fee (all the 

publication fees are paid by the Royal Academy of Management). The short-term objectives 

for Al Edari include indexation in Scopus, Web of Science and the most recognized interna-

tional reference databases.

Author Guidelines

(1)	 Peer-review process

Al Edari is dedicated to maintaining peer-review integrity and advocating the ultimate stand-

ards of blind review. After the editor assesses the paper’s quality and fitness for the journal, 

then it will be assigned to two anonymous reviewers who are experts in the field. 

(2)	 Prepare your article for submission

�� Article structure: Depending on the paper classification, it should adhere to the follow-
ing structure, whenever applicable:

½½ Abstract, including keywords

½½ Introduction



½½ Literature review

½½ Methods

½½ Results

½½ Discussion

½½ Implications

½½ Conclusion

½½ Future research

½½ Acknowledgments

½½ Appendices

�� Article length: articles submitted to this journal should be a maximum of 12,000 words 
in total, including abstract, tables, figures, footnotes, and references.

�� File format: articles should be prepared in Microsoft Word format, using Times New Ro-
man (font size 12) with double-spacing.

�� Author details: author details should be added to the Editorial Manager in the same or-
der you wish to show once published. This includes the author’s first and last names, 
institutional email addresses, and author affiliation.

�� Bibliography: A biography of 100-150 words and a professional photo of each author 
should be included in a separate Word file. All biographies should be combined in one 
file in the same order as outlined in the added author details.

�� Abstract: a structured abstract of a maximum of 250 words should be prepared accord-

ing to the format below:

½½ Purpose

½½ Methodology

½½ Findings

½½ Originality

½½ Practical implications



�� Title: The title should be informative and reflect the scope and the focus of the paper.

�� Keywords: a maximum of six keywords should be included. These keywords should 
capture the principal topics of the paper

�� Headings: all headings must be concise, according to the following format:

�� The first level headings should be numbered and in bold (e.g., 1. Introduction, 2. Meth-
ods).

�� The second-level headings should be in bold italics and follow the corresponding num-
bering (e.g. 3.1. Subheading 1; 3.2. Subheading 2).

�� The third-level headings should be in italics and follow the corresponding numbering 
(e.g. 3.1.1. Third-level subheading 1; 3.1.2. Third-level subheading 2).

�� Figures and Tables should be embedded in text: figures and tables should be submit-
ted in the main manuscript file and placed next to the relevant text in the manuscript. 
Please don’t submit them in a separate file or at the top or the bottom of the file. All 
figures and tables should be numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals (for proper 
referencing in the main text) and include a clear and informative explanatory title at the 
top (e.g. Figure 1: Research model). Any necessary explanatory note or legend may be 
included at the bottom (e.g. Note: * p < 0.05; ** p < 0.01; *** p < 0.001).

�� References: Please use APA format for references and in-text citations.

(3)	 Manuscript submission

�� The journal uses Editorial Manager’s Portal to manage the submission process. This 

management system streamlines the editorial process, communications, and manage-

ment of files. The manuscript should be submitted by the corresponding author. If this 

is your first time submitting to this journal, please choose to Create an account option 

in the Editorial manager.

�� Please use the following link!

�� https://www.editorialmanager.com/aledari/default2.aspx


